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What is Nature Astronomy?
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The Nature family of journals

Nature (flagship)

launched in 1869
covers natural sciences
covers medicine
covers astronomy
printed & online

Editors:
Leslie Sage (astro)
John VanDecar(geo)
JulianeMössinger

(geo)
Mike White (geo)
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The Nature family of journals

Nature Physics           
(research journal)

launched in 2005
covers physics
covers astronomy
covers cosmology
print & online

Editors:
6 full-time (London)
1 full-time (Shanghai)



5

The Nature family of journals

Nature Geoscience           
(research journal)

launched in 2008
covers Earth science
covers planetary 

science
print & online

Editors:
5 full-time (London)
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The Nature family of journals

Nature 
Communications           
(open access journal)

launched in 2011
covers all natural 

sciences
open access
online only

Editors:
~60, mostly London
just hired an 

astronomer



The family is growing!

What is Nature Astronomy?

Think Nature just dedicated to astronomy\astrophysics\planetology 

(or, for the planetologists, think Nature Geoscience for astro)

Same editorial process, but ñcompetitionò only with other 

astronomy (+ astrophysics + planetary) papers

A new journal of the Nature family dedicated to publish (the very 

best of) astronomy, astrophysics and planetary science

Why Nature Astronomy?

Nature receives many more excellent astronomy papers than can 

be published (~90% rejection rate for astronomy)



Inaugural issue �t January 2017


